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A review of reflexive thematic analysis applied in qualitative nursing research Zhang
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Abstract: This paper introduces the origins and development process of reflexive thematic analysis, describes the concept and ana-
lytical orientation of reflexive thematic analysis, and offers the analysis steps of reflexive thematic analysis using research exam-
ples. Finally, it summarizes four common misconceptions about reflexive thematic analysis, and explains the differences in three

thematic analysis approaches, aiming to enhance nursing researchers understanding of reflexive thematic analysis and promote its

correct use in qualitative nursing research.
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