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Perception and experience on clinical decision-making among neonatal PICC specialty nurses: a qualitative study Luo Zhen, Xiong
Zhaoyu s Chen Haiyan. Nursing School , Shanghai Jiao Tong University , Shanghai 200025, China

Abstract: Objective To understand the practice of decision-making among neonatal PICC specialty nurses, and to provide reference
for setting up nursing intervention to enhance neonatal PICC specialty nurses’ decision-making level. Methods Semi-structured in-
terviews were conducted among 12 neonatal PICC specialty nurses, and data were analyzed using thematic analysis method. Results
Two themes were extracted on nurses’ perception of clinical nursing decision-making: perceived the importance of decision-making
and unclear of the exact definition and process of decision-making. Five themes were extracted regarding their experience of clinical
decision-making: multiple role conflicts had negative effects on decision-making, individual differences in decision-making, desire
for convenient specialized support and cooperation, ambivalence of challenging difficult decision-making and fear of consequences,
post-decision-making experience summary and self-reflection. Conclusion Neonatal PICC specialty nurses’ perception on clinical de-
cision making is insufficient, and positive and negative experience coexisted. Nursing educators and administrators should do some-
thing to improve specialty nurses’ perception and emphasis on clinical nursing decision-making, so as to reduce their decision-
making stress, and raise decision-making efficiency via establishing regional interactive platform.
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